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PREFACE. 


15 been, and is, a praffice 3 Chrif: 

tians of all Pe hi to repreſent, for 
imitation; the lives of departed friends and ſer- 
vants of the Lord Fefus Chriſt, who, though 
dead, yet ſpeak in the remembrance of their zeal 
and faithfulneſs for the glory of God. David 
ſays, Precious in the ſight of the Lord is the 
death of his ſaints ; zh ought alſo to be ſo'in 
cCuri, aud their algen alt Aabotrs in ſpread- 
ing the knowledge of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſhould be publiſhed to the world, and their memo- 


ries recorded to poſterity as a memento to follow 
them as they followed Chriſt. 


The relating of the dealings of God with his 
children is, and has ever been, found animating and 
refreſhing to the lovers of truth and followers of 
the Lamb; the deſign, therefore, of giving an 
account of Mr. William Wren, late preacher of 
the Goſpel, is intended to refreſb the minds of thoſe 
who, through his miniſtry, were brought to the 
knowledge of God in Chrift, reconciling the 
world unto. himſelf, and to engage them to have 


A 2 ever 


„in ek 


ever in remembrance thoſe precious doctrines whith- 
he laboured ſo zealouſly to eſtabliſp. 


At the requeſt of many who experince the truth: 
as it is in Jeſus, this account is colletied and pre- 


| ſented for immilazion, fo far as he foes 
Chriſt. 


Let ev'ry chriſtian who this faint hath known, 
Tranſplant his virtues freely for their own; 
But if a weakneſs ſoil'd his chriſtian plan, 

let them remember, He was but a Man... 
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ILLIAM WREN {ſon of Pattie 
| W and ELIZABETH Wrtn) was born 
Y November 18, 1750, at a plate 
called Kidlington on the Green, near Oxford, 
His father was a farmer, and he was this by” 
youngeſt of eight or nine children. He n 
turally had a remarkable quick conception, 
retentive memory, and penetrating judgment, 
but of a warm, haſty, and exceeding 2 
ſionate diſpoſition. Being of a delicate con- 
ſtitution, and the farming buſineſs not agree 
ing with him, he went to Oxford, where he 
got a place in one of the Colleges to take 
care of the gentlemen's apartments, and pro 
vide them with neceſſaries, which was f 
beneficial. He was now in the midſt of 
temptation, and following the reigning vices - 
of the age. One day as he was ſwearing a 
woman reproved him, which had a very good 
effect, for from that time the Lord, by his 
| A 3 Spirit, 


© a n 
Spirit, fully convinced him that he was alto- 


ether wrong and going to hell, he there- 
ore immediately ſet about a. reformation, 


bought a Prayer-book, Bible, and Dr. Watts's 


Hymns. The convictions: of his loſt ſtate 
increaling he made no uſe. of the firſt, but 
began to pour out. his ſoul to God in private 
without a book: Since then he often made 
the following obſervations on prayer: You 
Know not God that. cannot pray without a 
** book ; God never ſent men to make prayers. 
1 for his church; every one prays that knows. 
* his. own heart.“ | 
He began now very diligently to attend on 
many places. of worſhip, finding himſelf 
wrong, yet not knowing who was right; and 
believing God had a people, he earneſtly 
prayed to the Lord to direct him where to find 
them. His convictions were increaſed ſoon 
after by hearing Mr. CLARK in his ſermon de- 
* clare, That one fin lived in, and allowed, 
« would damn the ſoul.” Theſe words came 
with ſuch power to his. conſcience, and the 
ſenſe of his loſt ſtate was ſo dreadful, that 
it brought on the hyſterics, which ever after, 


when over-fatigued in body, or diſtreſſed in 


mind, frequently returned. 
„ Oh, what a diſmal ſtate was this, 
„ What horrors ſhook his feeble frame; 
« But, brethren, ſurely you can gueſs, 
For you, perhaps, have felt the ſame.” 
i | & 4k Now 
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Nov he began to be exceedingly. zealous 
in reproving ſin; knowing he had truth on 
his ſide he went forward, not fearing the face 
of man. The gentlemen in the College 
warmly oppoſed him, ſome reaſoned with 
him; others curſed and ſwore bitterly, and 
would aſk him which cloſet the Holy Ghoſt 
was locked in.; one kneeled down, and 
prayed God ta damn Mr. WREx's ſoul; and 
one night a. company of them formed a de- 
fign, and were met together to put in execu- 
tion their intention after ſupper, which was to 
ſhake him in a blanket, or do him ſome per- 
ſonal injury, but God ſtopped their wicked 
zurpoſe by one of them at ſupper cutting his 
band in opening an oyſter, which threw them 
all into confuſion, and. ſtopped their diaboli- 
cal intention. His zeal and faithfulneſs got 
him many enemies, having too much religion 
for this place, though. it appears he had not 
religion enough to ſtand a Judgment- day. 
Soon after leaving Oxford he went to Lon- 
don, where he became a conſtant attender 
at Mr. Whitfield's chapel, Tottenham Court 
Road, and was very circumſpect and ſincere, 
therefore thought himſelf a chriſtian; and as 
nothing immoral could be laid to his charge, 
no perſon doubted it; nevertheleſs he did not 
experience the knowledge of ſalvation - by the 
remiſſion of ſins. . 
Now he had been a hearer of what is called 
the goſpel ſix years, and at times was much 
f comforted 
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n under various preachers, without 
| Knowing it eſſential to have the witneſs of the 
Spirit, or“ The Spirit bearing witneſs with his 
* ſpirit that he was a child of God.” Aboue 
this time he went to hear Mr. C. WrsLEV, 
(whom he was much prejudiced againſt) who 
in his ſermon declared. That a Chriſtian 
had a witneſs in him greater than the writ- 
« ten word, for he had the Spirit which wrote 
&« the word: He then drew this concluſion: 
J have not the witneſs of the Spirit, therefore 
am not a Chriſtian ; he began to tell his ac- 
quaintance that he had been deceived ; they 
replied, do not deny what God has done for 
you; but he perſiſted in the truth, that he 
was not a Chriſt ian, and intreated chem not 
to deceive his ſoul, for he had been deceived 
too long. 

In this ſtate be ** not reſt, but ſought 
the Lord by prayer near a week, when the 
Lord ſet his foul at liberty, by applying 
theſe words of the Apoſtle, He Loved ME 
AND CAVE HIMSELF FOR ME. The change 
was manifeſt in his countenance and conver- 
ſation; his acquaintance, who before thought 
him wrong when he ſaid, I am not a Chrif- 
tian, were conſtrained to acknowledge him to 
be right, and that the work was of God. 

The Lord, by his grace, having effectual- 
ly taken roſſeflion of his ſoul, he became a 
warm: contender for © the Spirir of God wit- 
| neſſing 
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neſſing with our ſpirts that we are the chil- 
& dren of God,” without which we have no 
ſufficient teſtimony, to- prove our adoption, or 


any warrant from the Scriptures to conclude 


our fins arc forgiven. 


Being a witneſs of God's adopting love, 


which he enjoyed without interruption for 
ſome weeks, walking in the light of his 
reconciled: countenance, the fire of love be- 


gan more abundantly to appear in love to 


his-fellow-creatures, embracing every oppor- 
tunity to. enforce the neceflity of being 
born again.” The language of his heart 
was, Come unto: me, all ye that fear the 
* Lord, and I will tell you what he hath 
done for my ſoul.” 5 

& Soon qs the Spirit's unction from above 

& Throughout his ſoul diffus'd the Saviour's love, 

“A fire enkindled in his eager breaſt, 

« With pity burn'd to ſinners loſt ; 

Straight like a trumpet he his voiee did raiſe, 

&« The wonders of Redeeming Love to praiſe,” _ 


He viſited the poor in the work-liouſes,, ' 


his heart bleeding for ſinners periſhing for 
lack of knowledge, wiſhing that all might be 


happy in the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, as. 
he felt 


himſelf. 

His friends perceiving he had abilities ca- 
pable of more extenſive: uſefulneſs, recom- 
mended him to Lady Huntingdon: The pre- 
Ciſe time of his going to the College — 
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be recollected, but a letter directed to him we 


find as follows : b 
College, Nov. 26. 1777+ 
% Dear Sir, 

* Lady Huntingdon has deſired me to 
rite to you, and to inform you ſhe is 
illing you ſhould come to College upon 

95 « trial — The plan of the College is very par- 

< ticular and .expreſs, requiring thoſe who 

„become members of this inſtitution, 
4. To be experimentally acquainted with 
* the total fall of man, and the utter depra- 

* 1 of human nature. 

2. The Redemption revealed in the Goſ- 

« pel, brought home to their hearts by the 
power and agency-of.the Holy Ghoſt..;And, 

3. © That they are perſuaded of their 
© ing called to preach that ſalvation which 
ce they, through grace, have been made par- 
&« takers of. 

„There are three months for trial, when 
„(if approved) they are finally admitted. 
« The miniſterial character is, of all, the 
* moſt important; hence the neceſſity of 
making it a matter of prayer. Lou may 
come as ſoon as convenient, and appear in 
„black or grey cloaths; wiſhing you the di- 
erection of | that Wiſdom that cannot ers, and 
the leadings of that Spirit which leads into 
&. all truth, I remain 

925 Yours i in the e Chriſt, 


als Joxzs.” = 
He 


Ko 
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He muſt have gone ſdon after the receipt of 
the above, as by a letter from Lady Hunting- 
don to Mr. Morgan, of Narboth, near Ha- 
verford-Weſt, Pembrokeſhire, South Wales, 
we find that he was in her connection, and: 
preaching in Pembrokeſhire; She writes thus: 
Bath, Feb. 5, 1775. 

« Mr. Morcan, * 
I have received your letter, and wiſh 
much to oblige you and all our Welſh 
<« chriſtian friends, but by your account I 
greatly fear that Waxx, my ſtudent, will 
c be too much fatigued for his conſtitution, 
« and he muſt have reſt at the College. — 
„ know not. one in the College I can yet 
4 ſpare to help Wzen,. and Þ muſt deſire care 

| © may. be taken, of him while he does ſtay. 

> © I praiſe the Lord for his loving-kindneſs/to 

N „you all, and I hope all will believe me 

z « yours and their faithful friend, | 

| I 32” 

It having pleaſed the Lord to call him to 

preach. the Goſpel, the word, by his miniſtry, 

was bleſſed to ſinners, and became Quick 
and powerful, ſharper than any two- edged 

« ſword,” Many inſtances were found of the 

good effects of theſe his firſt labours, great 

numbers attending his preaching wherever he 
came. bay eu VA E251 | 

His chief talent was to rouze finners with a 

dread of God's judgments, by alarming the 
ſwearer, lyer, drunkard, whoremonger, — | 
clean 


* i 


3 * 
= 
—— 


12 8 5 ö | | 
3 , as with the 
voice of thunder; he was remarkable in de- 
= - IE in nou e odious colours, 
| nting, 1n a li ht, the hor- | 

rare of the — arg | 
-  . > &.Confider ye that light the Lord, 
Before his wrath appear, 

44 If once you fall beneath his ſword 
There's no deliv'rer there.” © 
His earneſtneſs in the cauſe of God, 24 
the concern he had for the ſalvation of ſouls, / 
prevailed to the hurt of his body, for by fre- 
quent riding and preaching when in Wales, he 
broke his conſtitution, which was never after- 
wards reſtored. The Lord made him accept- 

able to the people there, and the meſſage he 
had from God was received by many; in con- 
ſequence of which a petition, ſigned by ſome 
hundreds for his ſettling amongſt them, was 
882 to Lady H. and is as follows: : 
"0; 756 0G May ir pleaſe your Ladyſhip j 
To excuſe the liberty I am under the ne- 
« ceſſity of taking, at the earneſt-requeſt of 
e hundreds of people, many of whom are — 
<« hat the Goſpel makes them to be, an 
« the reſt, I believe, are fincerely deſirous wi 
<« becoming ſuch. - "The rough names in the 
<« inclaſed 4 liſt I took from the mouths of 
< thoſe who attended Mr. Wezw's preaching 
<< yeſterday; at à ſmall village about three 
miles from this place; had your Ladyſhip 
<« been at thar opportunity, you wauld have 
5 rqoiced 
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ny eyes fountains of © 
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tears; ſuch a ſcene: I have not beheld lats- LY 


* ly, but I am credibly. informed it is always 
_ < thecaſe wherever young Thier preaches. = 
„Mr. Wax is fo, univerſally bleſt round. 
| + this country, that L could not deny their 
I petition, to beſeech your Ladyſhip ta per- 
mit him to labour, conſtantly; amongit 
them could they have had their deſire 
« they would not have ſuffered him to leave 
* them, and would have made a neceſlary. 
* proviſion. for him in every reſpect, either. 
< as a preacher. in your connection, or with- 
< out his having the leaſt connection with 
any perſon; but he declared to them that 
« 3 could not have the moſt diſtant thought 
of labouring among them, or any other 
people whatſoever, 
* nection with your Ladyſhip; and wherever 
6 you ordered, him, there he was. determined. X 
to go, as he had no will of his own in that 
0 reſpect.— But for the ſake of hundreds 
„ ſhall I ſay, if I ſay for the ſake of thou - 
* ſands. I ſhall be — bounds, permit 
him to return to theſe poor people, t | 
„ ſooner the better; He thas knows the — | 
< crets. of all hearts,. knows I, have no other 
view but the glory of God and the happi- 
< neſs of mankind in general; and particu- 
larly in this requeſt J muſt acknowledge, 


ut in the cloſeſt con- 


«that I believe if God ſhould convince your - 


| * Ladyſhip it is his will to condeſoend to. an- 7 
8 B 3 ſwer ? 
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. oer the rayer of this in a little 
* time 127 will be 7 gm Fa hap- 
«py, and loving ſouls eftabliſhed in m 
2 Places, if any judgment may be 
the many recent awakenings in this 
< part of our of -our — vineyard, ſolely by the 
nſtrutnentalicy of this young man. In- 
L deed, my Lay it ĩs apparent to me that 
his talents are particularly calculated for 
« this country, he being a Flichfol, zealou 
* Jaborious, plain preacher, and by — 
. Know and what 1 hear, he lives ds truths 
« he preaches. He is a workman that need- 
e eth net to be aſhamed, one that 1 can 
© venture to affirm is determined to be clear 
from the blood of all men: In ſhort, 1 
cannot help declaring, that I am perſuad- 
_ ed it is the will of God he ſhould not only 
«* return, but abide amongſt them.— 
heart and my houſe is, and I truſt always 
vill be, open to receive him; and if, In 
8 « any pes! T can be a means of ſtrengihen- 
his hands, or encouraging him in his 
aueh, your Ladyſhip may depend upon 
* ir, 1 certainly will. Wiſhing you to finiſh 
<yout courſe with joy, I beg leave to aſſure 
* you that, with al b er ane 
nnd ſubmiſſion, Il am 
7111166 Tour Ladyſhip's ee 
en And moſt ene 
n Feerel © *J- Bann. 
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: Tbo-ploos the above petition came. from 
was Pembroke, in South Wales, ny 
| labourcd.near a year at different times. 
Lady H. did not approve of his ſettling in 
one place, and finding his health every day 
impaired, through the une 12 his 1 ; 
tigues, judged it proper to rec to 1 
College, and accordingly he left Pembroke- * 
ſhire, 2211 127 9 * | 
After ſtaying a little time at the College 
be went to Froome, in Somerſetſhire, deer 
(like our Lord) the common 
| him gladly ; but the more p rudent ud ju EW, 
| ctous (ſo called) were offended, becaule he 
would not confine his nnn, he walls 


1 of a chapel. | TE ab 
p ; «O the a trompat-wolon:. o 
4 « On all the world to call . e kB; 
To did their hearts rejoigceee 

In him who dy'd for all | T! 
< For all my Lord was crucify d, RR 

For all, for all my Saviour dy'd 1. 8 

After having faithfully delivered bis — 


ſage in that place, r | 
the College: Lady H. fully approving. of al 
his conduct, writes to him thus: 

*I am. quite. ſatisfied you ſhould leave. 
« Froome;z and am much pleaſed with your 
faithful ſpirit and diligence in our dear 
«and. bleſſed Maſter's labours: Remember, 
MW e the ſon that is a ſervant ever labours more 
e * and beſt; and, I 


4 o 
— 7 1 
* 
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«'your glory as well as preſent 8 that 


"as you ſo work while it is called 20-day : Go 


* 


* for the. 
<< kingdoms of Chriſt. I wiſh you to abide at 
College for your temporal improvement: 
and to viſit Monmouth, Hereford, and 
< Roſs, for your preſent labours; I fend 
L down ſome gracions brethren for your help 
there next week: Encourage their zeal and 
*< faithfulneſs in the work, and engage w_ 
_ < other's prayers for much love, 

* er, and the many faithful labours o © 


treaties, Lady H. made them a 


on my good young man, let us not reſt on 
* earth till all we are and have is engaged 
kingdoms of this world to become the 


grace, 


* College, and believe me ever your my 
faithful and ſincere friend, 1 
e * = 2 8. H. 
«+ April 6, 1779. | 


3 P. S. My earneſt Prayers ever are for you, 
to which our gracious: Lord does not fail 


<< to bow his merciful car; and, I truſt, ſhall 
<< anſwer to his own praiſe, and the dieſſed. 

s neſs of you and your dear bret W 
G; It appears ——. the prayers of the — 4 | 


Wales had reached the ears of the Lord of 


the Harveſt, for we find, through their in- 
promiſe of 
Mr. Wxen's return, which occaſioned Mifs 
- L.ovp, of Narboth, (daughter of the Rev. 
Mr. Lroyp): to write e following Letter 


10 Mr. Wann: boy's. 505 * 


— = * * 1 8 E Q 
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che 4 * * - a 


t is with pleaſure 1 e 


v laſting God of Jacob may come with" 


—— 


Tou are well affured that you 
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* thou oh {oppoſe it will be no news to you, 


* that Mr. Barnes has received a Letter 


from her Ladyſhip, with a promiſe of your 
„return in a ſhort time: Oh that the ever- 


you, 
9008 7200 Mor Jeans of your Bled Mie ft 
a 272 and that, and only 


that, will make your coming to be for the 


better and not for the worſe. © The promi 
« of your return, 1 confeſs, has givetrme great 
as Joy, eſpecially when” the bleſſed 


* nities, both private and public, we have 


had together, both here and elſewhere, are 
*« brought to my mind, it revives my foul, 


* and makes me ery out at times, Lora, ever- 


* more give me this bread. Oh that I cou 
ay more fervently, praiſe more trium- 
„ phantly, and love more ardentiy the Head 
and the Members of that myſtical” Body, 


which, through free grace and dying love, I 


« truſt I have, in ſome meaſure, room to hope 
<.] have the honour to belong. I truſt 1 


can truly fay T have communion with you 
At many ſeaſons, Fought” * this I | 


and can ſay with the 
gleſt be that dear uniting love 
That will not let us part; * * 

« Our bodies may far off remove, 
We ſtill are one in heart. 


* 6 
ſcores in Pembrokeſhire, very deſirous f 
| 2 33 hearing 
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=” hearing of your healch and proſperity, and 
in that number ſome few here, who 4 can 
*-fincerely ſay. that their prayer is, chat the 


Lord from on high may be with you, and 


continue to bleſs you among the people 
- « where,, by his providence, you are at pre- 

«ſent called to labour, as evidently. as he 
* hath dose amongſt us. May you now be 
enabled by him to go on faithfully and la- 
* boriouſly; amongſt them in his cauſe, nei- 
er ther courting their ſmiles nor fearing their 
<« frowns, well Shou 8 to be as 
Nee e other. This from, 

| «Dear Mr. Warn, 
-« Your fincere friend in tribulation” 3 toad, 


Natrboth, Eatzanern Lrovp®. 
March 18, 1779. 
Ho long he was in Wales is not certain, 


it could only be a few months. Lady H. 
perceiving his laborious preaching had. im- 
— his health, ſhe judged it expedjent for 
to leave Wales, and go through England 
to viſit the churches under her care, Arie 
him to preach only as his ſtrength would per- 
mit. When ſhe — him ſhe addreſſed bim 
with theſe words: 
« Now, Wa EN, I charge yo1 to be faithful, 
2 and leave a faithful meſſage in all the con- 
. « pregations :* To which he replied (know- 
ing, by experience, how few. can bear with 
faithful dealing), My Lady, they will Eber 


— 


r be i fince gone to glory. 
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e bear it l“ ſhe anſwered, „ will ſtand by 
« you.“ "Actordin gly he went forth 3 
ing the knowledge of fee by the remiſſion 


fins; a doctrine but little preached and leis 
experienced. God owned. his. labours, in 


raiſing up many witneſſes to the truth of chis 
doctrine. 
The Rev. Mr. F RENCH, formerly a ll: 
| A . writes to him thus on the 9 5705 & 
The Lord opens my mauth to 
his name, and, I hope, will daily 45; 

I would defire to be a great preacher, for 
„have heard fo much of it that the very 
* name diſguſts me; in this County, or go - 
here . all the experience talked _ 
« of, is Great Preachers ; ;—and not one in a 
— hundred knows his fins forgiven; and I be- 

« hieve, ſome of the judicious ſort would de- 
ny that there was any ſuch thing, if it Was 
not ſo. clearly revealed, that be who. FG 

„ may read it.“ 

In general, wherever Mr. Warn che | 
« The power of God was preſent to wound 8 
Ido heal, to kill or to * alive;“ and he \'1 
was made very uſeful 'in increaſing the con- 
— Ereganions, and raiſing others. | 
| viſited Oxford, and. his native place, 14" 
(Kidlington on the Green) and was inftru- 
. mental of raiſing a ſeciety there, | 
3k ' He ſtopped a ſhort time in London, where. 
3 | the pride and departure from the ſimplicity - 
1 of the Goſpel, in profefogs, is his ons | 


* 


— 
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He preached a few times at the Chapel in the 
Mulberry Gardens and Holywell Mount 
Chapel, l, and from thence came down into 
Lincolaſhire. 
7 Fravellin ke er near Lincoln it rained 

very h dad neh obl him to ſtop at the 
firſt inn __ came to; hearing many perſons 
fear in che kitchen, on inquiring who they 
were, was informed that they were labouring 
men come there on account of the weather: 
He reflected by what means he might reprove 
them, praying the Lord for direction; and 
although he was ſhort of money, it goin 
to him to offer them half a crown, if they 
would let him read two ſermons to them 
which” lay in the room where he then was 
(at the ſame time it was impreſſed upon his 

mind that the Lord would reſtore him four- 
fold); upon being aſked, they accepted the 
Habing and readily came into the parlour; 

Having gained their attention, he hot only 
read ih aas, but took this opportunity 

of dealing very faithfully with them NE 
Ing their fouls; which Bows he had done he 
gave them the half erown, and they boy | 
away well ſatisfied. —The next day, N 
his journey, he met with a man who 
him four half crown pieces; and ſome 11 tele 
time afterwards, returning the ſame 1925 
was informed that two of the men to whom 
he had read the ſermons, &c. were converted 
to God by that means. 
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* WILLIAM WR EN. 2 
In paſſing through Lincolnſhire he a | 


at Grimſby, and it pleaſed the Lord to bear 


teſtimony to his ow]n word, making him _ 


uſeful in that place. Many kind and 


ing invitations he received from — 


there when at York, but having too much 


upon his hands he could ww HR. uu 
— 5 requeſts. 


»The high dpition-4 G H. had of Mr. vs 
Manny appears by many letters to him ant _ 
others, who requeſted: of her that he might 


abide with them. In one to Mr. EROS 


of Grimſby, ſhe thus ſpeaks of him: 


„% Mr. MaRKHaM, 


By laſt night's poſt Mr. G. ears | 


your 2 which I have undertaken to an- 
„ ſwer myſelf, being rejoiced to have it in my 


© power to oblige you, and all our-chriſtian 


4 friends, with the continuance of my ſtu: 


1 dent, Mr. Warn, ſome time longer | 
ee believe the Lord is much with honeſt, 


4 faithful Wax, ſuch I have found him; 


his gift is that moſt precious one of 


„ awakening poor ſinners, and this is of the 


* moſt- apoſtolic kind: My advice to him 
for this reaſon is to viſit, for a ſhort ſea- 


- 


i 


* ſon, our various churches, and I ſtill be- 
lieve in this he will be moſt bleſſed in his 
« own ſoul, and the Lord moſt honoured in 
„his labours. Commending you all to our 


FFT [**. gracious 


« gracious Lord's divige direction s and pro- 


* tection, I remain, « 
Mr. Marknan, 


Tour ever faithful 0 
« 08: ar "i 1779.” | 


following from- her Ladyſhip : 


At the . Mr. Warn 3 the | 


< Knowin "g the faithfulneſs of your coo 


« in the ob 


rvation of my requeſt to you, 


A rake this means of ſaying, that the viſible. 


S bleſñing on your labours at Grimſby, obli- 
ges me to with your ſtay there till a ſtudent 
* can ſucceed you; in this inſtance only 


would I have you alter the ſettled plan of 


1 your labours, viſiting as 2 . the 
3 — as poſſible, or openings for the 
KY 3 May our Great 


2 


parting, and yet remaining bleſſing 


on the Lord, for the continuance of 


« awakeni ift = his Spirit; k near 
« him tor This, gi gb 4s, the 


* Goſpel is "| — by this, of 4 


fers. Begging many bleſſings ever 
for ever to reſt with you, Iam m 
, Nour ever 3 ktiend, 

Spa Fields, 22 058. k. 
„O. 28, 1775. 


His 


| 


igh-Prieft lift 
up thoſe hands upon you that once gave. 


* to the Diſciples and to his Church, to the | 
* end of time. Wait, my good 24 yn ” | 


him forget his 

comply with invitations from the 

oy Rn and villages: Amonſt the reſt he 
ted Barrow, a village near Barton, where 

ground to hope many received much 


there is 


ſpiritual benefit: Ar firſt he preached in a 
barn, but afterwards raiſed 'a ſubſcription 
and built a Chapel, and * much belov- 
ed was intreated to ſtay with rue ac." 


He certainly deſerved to be highly e 

for his works: ſake, The word,” by his mi- 
niſtry there, proving the Saver.” of God W 
<4 ſalvation.” “. 


The latter ond of November, 1779, he re- 


ceived a letter from Lady H. to come to 


Tork; (the ſtudent who was appointed being 
HM) accordingly he came December, 1779, 
and on Chriſtmas-Eve (ſo called) ſpoke, for 
the firſt time, from Peter's words to Corne- 


W. WILLIAM WREN. „ 


His concern for his fellow · nnen made 
bodily weakneſs, and GY. 


lius and his friends, I aſk, therefore, for. 14 


« what intent ye have ſent for me.? 


His fixed attention to his Maſter's wk. | 
led him to embrace every opportunity of do- 


=_ 
: 
| 
| 
Fa 
at 
o 


+08 That ſinners s Jeſu's bound leſs grace mign t know. 75 | 


g 
Ss 1 >. 4 
From 
* * , [ A 
- % 


ing good to ſouls; hence, notwithſtanding 


the time of year and the depth of winter, be 


frequently viſited Barrow at the e « 
his health. 8 
4 Of health e all things he'd „ 


* 
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From what: has already been tranſeribed of ; 


Lady H's. letters, the following from her to 
Mr. Ww may prove equally acceptable: 


I recewed your welcome letter in your way. 


. % to Tork; F have a letter from Mr. H. that 
A and occafioned my heart to rejoice, that our 


© York :—Go on, my good young man, as 
pi one faithfully devoted in his bleſſed ſervi- 
ec ces, and fear neither men or devils—1 
< have experienced his continued mercies for 
more than forty years in the midſt of con- 
« tempt, hatred, malice, perſecution with- 
cout the church; and within the profeſſing 
„ church—falſe brethren, treachery, ingrati- 
tude, and greater evils than in the world, 
yet no Weapon 
fore can 22 in = confidence of a faithful 
friend to you, ſpeak good of our King of 
Rings, and Lord of lords. And for ever 
bleſſed be his glorious name, the Goſpel 
Lis flouriſhing and ſpreading from Eaſt to 
«Weſt; from North to South, under our 
poor unworthy labours, and chis while we 
< are teſtifying, That Fefus is exalted to be 4 
** Prince and à Saviour, 10 grant repentance and 
* remiſion of fins, —Mercy is our only joy that 
B will ever laſt, and ſound in the courts of 
* heaven, by the Redeemed, to all eternity; 
*in this 1 bt ire? fain be foremoſt, to glorify 
* that mercy that could ſave ſuch a poor, loſt, 


80 finful foul as mine, While the Lord ſrems 
| 0 


racious Lord appears for your labours in 


formed has yet proſpered, there- 


* * 


F . 


cc 


SG 


"Mr. WILLIAM WREN. 2; 


3 bleſs, HELI wi hope you will not think, of 


me know when you think 
Naben ge is oper at Tork, that I may 
« have time N appoint a ſoitable ſtudent in 
0 „odr 'place.—l have a letter from the peo- 
le you” mention. at Barrow; I have many 
ens prayers from the calls I have 
om the fields Pein fo white to the har- 
Wen and fo few 2 
u ſome. poſt-days make me ready to weep, to 
«find . or 12 ſouls ſhould want the 
<« waters of life, and no miniſtration of it to 
„them, through want of a 
< {el to convey them by. —Pray, pray in-pri- 
vate, pray in public; that our  grac ious 
Lord of che harveſt may thruſt them out; 
we find none willing but ſuch as he makes 


4 fo for his work; he has many willing for 


their own work, and ſay, Lord, Lord, but 
« ſuch he knows not. We have reaſons to 
« praiſe his tender mercies; the deaths. 6f | 


many, in various parts of 755 connection, | 


« would revive the moſt droop 
«And now, I faithfully gp you to the. 
love, protection, and wiſe direction of Him 
« who is able to make you wiſe in all that is 
© 500d, and to 3 — blameleſs to the 
« day. of his appearing ; in theſe faithful 
„ prayers for you, I, as ever, remain your 


truly 'nevercceaſing” E for we (Lot 
« Chriſts fake, en 
Spa r 8. 1. 
. re (112 nee 


1 labourers: Alas, 


earthen vel- | 


| 


© 
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en in York before ap- 
Ce. was ade TOE H. for him to ſet- 
die chere; bus {6 fearful wax be Of it being 
where, the Lord would have him, chat in a 


ei . 
. Mr. H's, letter your Lad yſhip wi 755 the 
r diſtreſs of mind I muſt be in; I am afraid 
t comply with: or deny their requeſt, not 
3 will of God, and I would 
E curſe the thought of ſerving him for tem- 
A poral intereſt; therefore if your Ladylhip 
© will. 2 RT, in Iſtael, to 
| advice, will give me grace, 
— ey N 2 1 88 65 
u qhe diſtteſſed mind . | 
1 cog” Ooh | © Obedien { ervant, © 
| „15. 1780.4 a4 W. Wzzn.” 
H. quite Se the plan of 
| his ſerrling, and wrote to Mr.! , as follows: 
„ 1 cannot think of Parting arting with 44 — 
on any account ; his heart and life is 
* calling, finners, and his gift this, ny fu 
ein 9 are honoured in that place i in 
God's church,” 
--  Contentians. ſoon. afterwards took place at 
1 and a diviſion of the people there was 
- the conſequence: As the di pute \ will not be 
any ways profitable, ſhall nat enter into it, 


only to obſcrye. that Mr. Wan 1 


. 


3 


did right to withdraw from Lady H's con- 
nection, and wrote 38 follows: 6: 
Nov, my * have ſpoke hst | 
% hay. laid . in 
« to fayy..it is, my dehre, and the WE 
« to ſetiſe at Barrow, and to try, if poſſible, 
NY a oft was 4 t this b 


as. the one, e Poa, | 
2 raiſed, a, people, and built Le- 
el at Barrow, in | incolatidve, he mide it 

s buſineſs (notwithſtanding the diſtance, 
— the Humber) to be one week ac 
York and the other there : In this manner he 


ſupplied both places; but the e "v6 


OO VT EE ERVYy » 


row would not be fatisfied 
5 them, that they might have pfesch- 
Sunday: He reaſoned with theth, 
had ble ſſed he phate then pur- 2 
ce — Alter it, 

3, but 
a mini- 
berg 
Their 


ing e 
that 
ſued, e 30 did pot 

while he could attend ence a 


if that would not do they muſt 8 
ſter to abide with them, which 
ingly did, but never after proſpered. 
reaſoul 
. * Nay, ut we will W ing over us, 
| 1 Sam. vili. 19. ce So the 'Lo e Them id 

« King in his anger, 2 oak ſr vr 2 
9 8 n xili. 11. : 


KF IA B B SAS E 8. 
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Was like the Ifraelites with Samuel. | | 


RISES 
+ ag £: 4 15 f 8 F ef $4.99 my Ws * 
t Barrow there was an increaling congre-. 


tion... ab aprons in affluent circum- 
ſtances, and the Chapel like wiſe in his own 
Hands; all which he gave up, and came to a, 

few people who loved him as à meſſenger of, 
God to their ſouls, over whom he became the, 


18 * g k a 1 128 1 | 4 
tion, through the blood and rjghteouſnels of, 
the-Lord:FJeſps Chr 4 --: 


&2 Tis now called day, but the night will ſoon come... 


FA .& 
i 


pel {built for him) in G rape-Lane, York, 


9 


hi. September, 1782, he married France, 
Or : * : ; 


they might have the ordinance Bl. iba ONE, 
Supper, upon which he confylted,_ the wor 


and weighing well what the Scriptures ſay. 

18 ee 

upon the laying on of hands, &c. he 1 
1 * * a . L * no 


1 1 


% r . r 


3 


V. "WILLIAM WREN. ig 
not find, in his e that He 


the adminiſtration of the or 


eee 


** 


- 


any Miniſter, or 
ualify him for 
2 4 
be we ner apap wh fl. 


could atioufly deſire 
Miniſters, to ordain him, or. 


2 3 r, as 


office; 01 | 
ple cerily be had called him to ever thing 
good of their fouls. 
One day being aſked by a preacher his objec | 
tions to ordination. on the | 
plan, he rephied, 1 bars Tr any ſuch in 


_L 35s 
« the A id y plant=. | 


4 b 


: * 4 e * J 4 . =" "I ' — 9 * — N , 
0 *. * 1 „ . *. * 
* 7 - % o 
. 5 8 * a ; ry 7 ö * 
30 — $5 a 


A When n 5 A. 


— 7 . * 


bj the reenifmbarof Ens Ii the celebratiy 
ol it Mr[ Wait paid a ſtrict attention to the 
Scriptures, "Egon" that every deviatie 
from them tended to darken and deſtroy e 
deſign of the inſtitution. 
The Lord having clearly made His way; 
and ſettled him in this place, tlie Devil was 
not idle in ſtirring up the minds of many ti 
E all manner of evil of him; but it was 
el: Not was the Hevib's emiſſaries at the 
Play houſe wanting in faithfulneſs" to their 
er; in expoſing to ridicule and contempt 
that Which, it is' to be feared, will one Gay” 
cauſe their faces to gather p aleneſs; 
Say, have you-an arm. like God, Fog * mY 
v2.3 -<<6 That you his will oppoſe ?*. jos 1 * 
Fenr you not that irbn boo e 
fi 71) With Which Be breaks his fors 5 Sit. gal 
, Eün you ſtand in chät drend day,, (; 


dee And the earth ſhall melt away 72 n 
v3; 4 — — i 
His diſpoſition bein el 
kd him to be bold; un Yrs met ah 
In ſetting forth the love of 2 

, the — of his ſoubdifcovered- itſelf, 
in repreſenting the freeneſs, foltheſs; and un- 
chang eablenels of it; ever prelling his hearers 
reſt til} they ience; in their ! 
— through che blood of Chri 
een the forgiveneſs of their fins,” and 
be enabled to n. Father, by th 
. 1 "oP 
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Wire He raj 


to know. their ſins were forgiven.—A Fiend 
in Wales writes tod him 15 the. follow! 
manner on the ſubject: 40 ga q! 97 * 
21% O' my dear Friend tale courage yen 7 
called to a moſt giorious work; 
ο may appear madneſs, or indbnreld in 1 
blind; bewildered finners eyes, yet, ſurel\ 
nothing elſe is worth living for: I am gla 
« you ſtill inſiſt on the ænomiedge of ſalvation: 
« by the remilſion of Ans; 
« js the life of religion; as the body without 


< the Spirit is:dead, ſo is religion lifeleſs and | 


& comfortleſs without the witneſs of Gbü's 


love now felt in our hearts, being obtained” 


and tetained by —— faith in ou 
« Lord Jeſus Chriſt, having this witnels, that 
&« be loved me and cove brat for: ar 27! -- 


He laboured much to infarm the juggments 


of his people what the Goſpel is; he did not? 
think ignorance was the mother: of de votion 


but would have all know-whas.cheyabelicvedy | 
and in whom they: believed,“ hawing ne 
idea of chat faith — had net Chriſt for 


this, ad only. this, 


by He Ren; 5 
ed to little purpoſe, if fouls were not brought. 


its Object, nor that Joy. and peace Which dick 


not ſpring from a view. of Redeeming Love? 
He would alſo have every, one rere gal 
as a compleat Saviour; thence; he Was 
warm advocate for the unputed:Righygo 
of Shriſt as: the alone ground: 
om che time the ſinner was fi 


\ 


1 


* 
Source & 
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God. to his acceptance in glory, agreeabſe 
to the Apoſtle's words, = ye have, there- 
"<form. eg Chriſt Jeſus the 12. fo 
walk ye in him.“ Col. ii. 5. 
When ſpraking of himſelf he would fs. 
am the chief of ſinners, but in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt 1 have ri cls. and 
« __— If the ſalvation of my ſoul de- 
. my fullfilling the eng of God 
one Ba hour, I ſhould be exernally loſt. 
| N „ Oh! rg be. Me 
Dai In conſtrain'd to be! en 
Let that Grace, Lord, like a devter! - I 
$86.4 « Bind my r — 
Fe more fully writes his: mind upon this 
abject, in the following letter to Mrs. 
Wann, when at ae wy his: 3 
in the Spring 1783 : | n 
8 b Appen 
the grace be ppere 
en Tee 8 
VT 0 me angui 
2 Fix: But I know the of all muſt 
i IE EL GI 
5 4007 good 10 
2 that are the called 'uccord- 
in to bis Free Erate alone calls 
ba ledpe of God, and then his 
—.— us to that ſtate 
/ * is for his glory and our good. 
S * * oc Us to give us 


3: (68; 
33 


_ 
4 


A. WILLIAM. WREN. #. 
Kee in ig op 755 by " n corel 
tion though 

4. Ob, ke Mort 1 c r Via i Ga ea 

* the to, cherefofk Fa 1 td 
Lord for electing is own Son t Wo ea 
& A for me; in Him 1 draw n 

— 2 God, on him 1 hang m my everlaſtin Fit > 4M 

and aß often w to the präiſe 

mere Fhave:foun And othing,” a 
elite to know nothißg of that Jeſus ( cp 
one there be) that is nor the hiner's righ- 

45 teouſnefs. —Givemny, Kindeff lot to the pedo? 
jt and engage their prayers for they. and | 
clieve me, Finy dear Wife, to be 

Tout affectionate Hyſbandz® we 
_ Yolt Sh 7 a ET; LO W. WarN “ 
The doctrine #3 tay threduſniels was | 
the Joy or his" 4d the boatt öf "hi 
oli, but he ws c 7 intited upom 
the witneſs of the Spirit ; na eee that 
there Was nö faith withoo? àffüratjct ed a * 
the bt eaks of in' Th tans, Ov 
#6 unte Jeu" in word. en 
Jr in power, And ih the H -GHON 
4005 in much aſſurance” He did not 
HA perſon in 7 Juſtifed' ſtat that conld. go 3 
adopt the Tame Tanga as the Ap oltle,” . 
©loved me, ind: gave Himſelf Br „ — 
Thoſe who fat unter him tlie aft tuo eat. 
of his miniſtry, WS tg," = 8 


9 Sul 4 Wels dec e un to See en 
ING ;. 


* 


3 


tion, or atonement, for the fins of 


$5” 


„ Wirz of, 
kind ; hab forth Chriſt as the 2 


that the was a declaratiom af 
tidiags of God being reconciled , 
and that miniſters were ambaſſadors for Chriſty 
to beſrech men to be reconciled to God, the 


world; 


85 enmity laying intirely on man's part. 


deen 


morn came to acquai 
the 124 had made him à witneſs of his 


leave any writings, as the Lord 


to do juſtice to them, or to carah the ſame 
ckar ideas: with which be ſer them forth, 


"This doctrine was bleſſed to many ; one in 


Bis ſociety in Ei i „ imagining God bis 


enemy, upon him make this declara- 
tion, received 2 report with joy, and next 
nt Mr. Warn that 


love. His walk ever fince has 
le to the teſtimony he gave. | 
It is to be lamented that Mr. ode did not 


Pen f of | his word to him, Which Ten 
time to time in the pulpit.— His friends 


adopting 


are unwilling to attempt inlarging upon 


the many precious truths which were reveal- 
ed to him, knowing how. diffieult. it would be 


therefore the Whole is only a brief ſketch. of 


| | bis life, doctrine, and practice. 


The following are a few things 8 


bis diſpoſition; experience, and conduct, 
which to ſome may prove acceptable, W 
* to thoſe WhO knew him. 


His diſcourſes were never Rudied;. as 7 
a a + 


W. WILLIAM WREN. 3 
that would ſtrengthen and Uluftrare what he 
advanced were immediately brought to his ne- 
membrance; his was naturally good, 
therefore whatever ſtruck him, by reading it 
à ew times over, became his own. - © 
= In his manner there was a naturat warmth, 
which aroſe ret term ns ug ths be 
advanced were.thoſt of the Goſpel, du they 
_ <auld not be contradicted; _ 
—_— of addreſs, &c. his corre - 
with his worda; ee 
cert wn er farth an ardent zeal for ſouls, the 
importance of his meſſage,” and the dreadful 
con ces which would follow the flight- 
3 it. He was an orator without ſtudy or 
affectation, and if it had not been for his ſpeak- 
ing too loud, the whole of his deportment 
Harmonized, and gave a ſanction to the 125 
rious meſſage he was ſent of God to deli 
What he advanced upon any hr th rg 
not been acquired by . — readi v. or 
the opinions of other men; — of à na- 
tural quick conception, he could never bend 
his mind this way, nor could he force himſelf 
to meditation, unleſs his ſpirit entered I : 
it; but when any ching ſtruck his mind, his 
whole ſoul was , nor could any other 
thing take off his attention, nor would he 
quit his meditation, until What he was 


N made clear, full, and profitable to him. 
ls his exhortations there was always ſome- 


ching new, lively; and ſpirited, „ 


1 va N AE fr Ak 

; &ptime! {Oe WP 1252 5 

| . 9 al 2 N P 32 

u thateſtrück him, a, ſuffci 

Jot. mec ſtation, afl w 0 0 

* 7 true balance, 8 5 ward 2 755 

3 APE knowledge in the 150 
Selin 5 experience of 


elt experience was unfolded, that Was either 


Tagement to the believer, or, the ſecret wing 


= lications were very, cloſe, like Nathan t 


In his 08 meetings he generally ga 


* ſhort exhortation upon experience, but d 
not confine kimſclf. 


* 


oo! in —— he neyer reſiſted the 7 1 5 


ere while the ſubject was 1 
not thinking it right to check the Spirit, in 
order to have an Opportunity to ſpeak to all. 
The ſame rule he obſerved. when preaching, 


"Eb he preferred rather than the connection 
ſo many prof, flors. are fond. of; nevertheleſs, 


= 
— 


7 BR: M6 met his, people, 
pa Sha 7 did. in 8 hoe heart- 


3. word of comfort, to the mourner,, Me 
kurt of the deceitful bear, Ane 3 Bis 


avid, Thou, art dhe men. eg. I 31 10 AN | 


to ſpeak to every one. 
When. the 8 pirit of God led him to give a 


„ by goi another perſon, b 
e hi . 8 | 


in following the leadings of God's, Spirit, 


when he choſe, chop. mack. ſtudy) no one 
could preach. more regular diſcourſes, his rea- 
ſonings being concluſive, as well as affecting 


0 neryous, appealing, as, he . hl mg 


to the of his hearers, bring- 
ing the 1 truths he wiſhed to enforce 
ſo cloſe to their conſciences, that he often 
commanded the attention of a An, agen | 
r y the 
1 awe wherewith their countenances 
ſeemed impreſſed, they thought of him, as of 
old they alf of our Lordy + his man teaches | 
« as one having nme, and not as the 


« Scribes.” 
In the laſt two: years. of dige the Lord : 
more abundantly his: word unto him, 


and he ſaw a depth into many parts of the 
Scriptures that he had never before diſcover- - N 
_ zularly in the riches of God's grace 

e Gentiles, of which we are a 


Part. 
Thoſe places in Romans that relate to them 

were made known to him, ſeeing more than 
Jever he had done, the freeneſs of God's grace 


to all mankind. Neither did it require, in his 
judgment, a length of time to be partakers 
Jof the benefits the Goſpel contained; as it is 
— in the Acts of the Apoſtles, when 
Jeſus was preached to the people as the Fried 
of Sinners, and their ſtate, by nature, laid 
open, they were pricked to the heart, beliey- _ 
Jed and rejoiced under one ſermon.—It was 
his opinion more inſtances might be expe- 
rienced of the ſame in this our day, if it was 
more fully ſhewn that the enmity lay on man's 
| pany en God's, en e e 
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Thoſe perſons he regarded poor readers of 
the word of God who needed the Bible al- 
Ways before them; he was conſidering it in 
his mind all the day, even when walking in 
the ſtreets, and could often ſay, with David, 
In the night and morning watches that he 
was meditating. upon the law of his God.“ 
He was ſingular in opening the Scriptures, 
never declaring the meaning, poſitively, 
without the Lord had taught him; but when 
this was the caſe, he ſpoke in a determined 
manner, ſtaking the ſalvation of his ſoul 
upon the truth he declared. Although he 
was fluent in ſpeaking, it was a rule with 
him never to converſe upon ſubjects he 
had not before conſidered, or that he had a 
knowledge of, in a greater or leſs degree; he 
often blamed perſons who were deſirous of 
ſetting themſelves off, by a pretence to that 
literature of which, in reality, they were not 
proficients.— In ſpeaking, a particular atten- 
tion, he thought, ought to be obſerved in 
watching the Spirit's motion, ſo that our 
words may carry grace, weight, and light 
along with them. When his mind was com- 
poſed and unprejudiced, he could diſcern the 
ſpirit of moſt people with whom he converſed. 
It was his deſire to eſtabliſh his people in 
the truths of the Goſpel; and was alſo parti. 
cularly careful, when the foundation was laid, 
„ Chriſt in them the hope of glory,“ that 
they ſhould derive all their life and * 
rom 
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from Him, the only true and living vine.“ 
The fear of lofing fight of Chriſt, was a 
continual ſabje& of his exhortations, both 
public and private; nor did he reliſh any 
ſermons wherein the Saviour was not held 
forth, or approved of any experience ſpoke of 
in the pulpit, or elſewhere, where Chriſt was 
not always kept in view. 15 
The warmth of his diſpoſition drew his 
mind often from the ſacrifice; he was not long, 
however, before he was reſtored What he 
had loſt was Chriſt; that which he wanted was 
to have a ſenſe again of his preſence. He never 
looked; to be reſtored by little and little, but 
law clearly that an act of faith in the blood 
and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, would unite him 
again to his Saviour: By acting according 
to this light, though he was frequently mov- 
ed from the Rock, he had as often to praiſe 
Redeeming Love for placing him - thereon 
- © again. It was eaſily diſcerned when he walk- 
ned in the light of God's countenance ; his 
© ſpirit, ſoften'd by love, and brought into 
uſubjection to divine grace, threw a luſtre up- | {1 
- Jon his whole deportment, as ſcattered awe and 
xe reverence to all around him.—In theſe frames 
J. the language of his heart, and ſubject of his 
in tongue, was intirely upon the riches, mercy, 
i · and free grace of God; his Saviour was all in 
all to him, he was nothing; all was mercy 
to him, an undeſerving creature: Chriſt was 
the ſole theme that he dwelt upon, and his 
2 happy 
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happy ſoul ſeemed never wearied (notwith- 
ſanding the weakneſs of his body) in expa- 
tiating upon the beauty and lovelineſs of his 
Redeemer, who to him was an all-ſatisfying 
portion, and with whom he was defirous every 

one ſhould be attracted; and often repeated, 
a Oh!] for this love let rocks and hills 

«© Their laſting filence break; 
And all harmonious human tongues 

The Saviour's praiſes ſpeak. _ 

Much, at times, he experienced of deep 
communion with his God; he has often re- 
lated his having enjoyed ſuch a weight of his 
love, that his weak body was hardly able to 
ſuſtain.ä— A little before his laſt illneſs his 
friends were witneſs to the effect ſomething 
of this nature had upon him; for one even- 
ing, in overhearing him at prayer, they 
could diſcover, by his earneſt pleadings, 
that his ſoul was engaged in deep and cloſe 
intercourſe with his God. When he came to 
them he related what had paſſed; which was, 
that, joined to a ſenſe of the Lord's good- 
neſs, he experienced from him ſuch a tender 
reproof as melted his very ſoul ; he found 
Jeſus had not hitherto been ſufficiently ſet 
forth by him, and that the Lord had ſhewn 
him how much it was his will, that his Son 
- ſhould be honoured in the world: — Through 
grace, he ſaid, it was his full determination 
to preach and ſpeak of his Saviour more than 


he had ever done. At this time his whole frame 
5 : was 


* 
— 
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wis ſo affected, that for many hours he had 
the appearance of a perſon near unto death. 
Hie believed a miniſter's work was not done 
hen he came out of the pulpit, therefore, in 
his viſits to his people, he, for the moſt part, 
took particular care to check all converfation _ 
that was not attended with a favour of divine 
things : Theſe ce were truly edifying, i 
no one hardly ever int . on the 
contrary, they ſeemed to liſten with delight 
to his inſtructions, and to the many precious 
things wich he ſpoke relative to his Maſter's 
kingdom. His people were accuſtomed to his 
ſpeaking very plain to them, no obligation 
.exempted them from the en ne- 
- ceffary, nor from the reproofs, from time to 
time, they required.— His temper was na- 
turally open, therefore any all that was 
upon his mind he rarely concealed, ſpeaking 
to, or of perſons without any covering; he 
would have the whole to be known and then, 
as he obſerved, there could be no after-claps; 
his averſion to the leaſt appearance of guile, 
or diſſimulation, might be a reaſon for the 
unreſervedneſs with which he treated every 
one. He was conſtantly tracing, in thoſe 
who were near him, thoſe roots of bitterneſs, 
and drawing them forth to view in all their 
odious colours, that they might hate, and 
never reſt till the Lord had taken them away... 


« .. 


The quſckneſs of his parts was'a help to Him 


in deciding queſtions” relative to his pebple 
n and 
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and athers,. but more abundantly was oh al- 


ſiſted by maki : ov jpg his guide ; 
be never defi people -to pray 1 — di- 
© refed in thing —— there was a plain rule 
in the word of God to go by, but far power 


to do the will of God. All the arguments 
that perſons could uſe to favour their r 
tions, hqwever plauſible they appeared, their 
anſwers to prayers, impreſſions, providen- 

ces, &c. had little wei with him, if the 
F ee were not in their . 3 


things. 

« - tele ten- which generally proved 
caſe 

His Wick attention. to. the word of Gad, 
and the impropriety. of thoſe who. did not ad- 
dere to it, immediately ſtruck him, that he had 
not long to meditate how far they had erred. 
A perſon telling him one day that oe bad been 
ſharply reproving his Miniſter, Mr. Way: 
afked the effect it had upon him; to which he 
replied, that it had no more weight than if he 
had been ſpeaking to the wind (or words to. 
that effect). Mr. 
wonder, ſecing he bad not acted according to 
the  Scripture- rule, which commands not to 
rebuke an Elder, but intreat.—He was for 
having . maintain the place God had 

pointed them, * 0p. Saoiey. of 

keepin 


'REN. told him it was no 
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keeping the power the Lord iatruſts us wicht 
for many of the evils. with which perſons are 
. his opinion, aroſe. from not fol- 
me $475 99 
FFF 
and ſo fteady in his attachments, that wee 
once formed they hardly ever changed this 
peculiarity in his diſpoſition cauled him n 
exerciſes. of mind, as his aſfections were 
they were ſoon. wounded. The Lord faw 
to try him in this quarter, vhar his affeRtions- 
might be Nr tp upon God. JS this. 
creature in him 2 was ſo great far 
thoſe he Alber that all his powars weng 
engaged to bring them to be of the ſama 
ind with himſelf in TR, ny Mer. K. 
ba __— he did not always — 
rightneſs of his 3 euen ia — — 
his conduct, no one, that was well acquainted - 
with him, could diſpute ;; but his friends 
could not help obſerving, how much the de- 
lire of ſucceſs. en enen 
hands of God. 
His diſpoſition was firikingly blended; 1 
impatience of his ſpirit in little things, was, di., 
covered. in the haſtineſs he ſhewed 1e 
them executed z but in concerns, chat were of, 
moment, Grace had ſo far rectißed his heart, 
and the fear of not acting agreeable to the will. 
of God was ſo. much impreſſech on his mind, 
that he ſeldom determined any matter of g.. 


e without much. prayes, ta the Lond 
conſulting 


at 
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conſulting his word, and attending to his pro- 
vidences; hence his Judgment could rarely, 
with truth, be contradited. —He was fully 
convinced, that nothing. ſhort of being go- 
verned by the Septen Was giving up our 


Wills to God. At times he would follow im- 
Preſſions, if not contrary tod any expreſs com- 
mand, and was ſeldom difappointed of their 
_ anſwering ſome good end. When in Wales it 
was ſtrongly impreſſed on his mind to preach 
at a place called St Govin's Well, famous for 
We cure of ſome particular diſorders; it might 
pear” wikineſs,” to many perſons, his go- 
2 there, as there was no town within feveral 
miles, and the place quite open to the fea, and 
ak the bottom of a great rock; he, however, 
liſhed preaching, and there was an un- 
common number of people gathered together 
from the adjacent parts; his text was, Rocks 
fall on us,“ &c. Rev. vi. 16, 17 The power 
of God attended the word, for many ſouls 
were convinced, and amongſt the reſt a man 
(providentially bringing his ſon that day for 
the benefit of the well) who had been a violent 
oppoſer of the Goſpel, fo as to prevent a place 
being opened for preaching, found ſuch con- 
Metions, that, at his return home, he gave 
to have it appropriated for that pur- 
© poſe, and Mr. WR EN had permiſſion to preach 
there: From that time the word in Pem- 
brokeſhire run and was glorified, and all op- 
| poſition fell before it; wherever he went + 
3 creaſing 
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ercabog numbers attended ;/ and, 28 it is S- 
ſierved in the petition from thance:taLady'bH 
« Many eyes were fountains of tears,” ſo _ 
mightily grew the word of che Lord and pro · 
yailed. Likewiſe at Froome, it was imprefitd 
on his mind to preach aut of doors, being 
perſuaded that one perſon,” or more, would be 
awakened, he mentioned his intention to ſome, 
who objected to it, as he had a Chapel there; 
the ſucceſs, nevertheleſs, juſtified his pro» | 
ceeding, he being inftrumental, by that ſer- 
mon, of bringing a woman to the knowledge 
of her Joſt ſtate, who came to him after- 
wards with tears confefling it. It is certainly 
enthuſiaſm to follow impulſes,” when con- 
trary t plain diretian in the word-of Gadd, 
yet, when they do not contradict it, matters 
ng ſhew that they are not always 0 be te- 
jecte 
A conſiderable while before he devlined 
preaching, he was conſtrained to fit during the 
time; but his ſpirit was ſo much in the work 
that he intirely . all his complaints, and 


exerciſed himſelf above what his ftrength _ 


would admit, that it had the effect of contri | 
buting greatly to the confirming of the dif. 
order that carried him to the — which was 
a conſumption; but his heart was © 175 
in the cauſe he had in hand, that his body — | 
every thing elſe gave place to the deſite he 
had. of bang Infirumental, in ann denen of 14 


whom he truly loved, left no means untried 
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Fe continued to preach till the latter end of 
February, 174. 

After having had the advice of the Faculty 
in Vork, by his own deſire he was removed to 
Helmſley, to be under the care of Mr. N—s, 
who, knowing his value as a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, joined to his affection for him as a friend 


to abate his diſorder, and it was his ſtudy, day 
and night, what medicines might prove bene- 
ficial to him. After he had been there ſome 
time, Mr. Wax injoined him to tell him 
what he really thought of his caſe, and was, 
by Mr. N—s, informed that it was dange- 
rous—which he heard with great compoſure 
of mind. The views which he hadof departing, 
and being ever with the Lord, filled his ſoul 
with the moſt exquiſite delight: One day 
while he was there, as he lay in filent medita- 


tion, tears guſhed from his eyes, and he broke 
OUL— 
* O what hath Jeſus bought for me! 
«© Before my raviſh'd eyes 
« Rivers of life divine J ſee, 
„ Andrerecs of Paradiſe. +. Eve 
He added, « Chriſt is Salvation—he alone is 
© Salvation—God is become my Salvation!“ 
He then ſpoke much of God's love to his foul, 
and what he had then revealed to him; and 
obſerved, that he had formerly choſe, for his 
funeral text, «Is not this a brand plucked 
< out of the fire; but that his mind was now 
- + dig changed, 


Sigel; and ky FOO clay. it aug be; 
God is become my Salvation,” as theſe 
words were (at that time) as a cordial to hies 
ſpirits, under his extreme pain and weakneſs. * .' 
After having been at Helmſley ſome weeks, 
and there being no viſihle appearance of his 
recovery, he wiſhed to be removed to York} 
and accordingly took leave of his friends; 
the ſcene was truly affecting, each expecting 
to meet no more till the morning of the Re- 
ſurrection. Mr. WR EN was overcome with a 
ſenſe of the kindneſs that he had received at 
the hands of Mr. and Mrs. N—s, who, on 
every occaſion, offered their friendly affiſt- 
ance: When he came to the door, he ſaid, 
There is the chaiſe to take my body to 
« York, in a little time the Lord will ſend his 
“ chariot of love and ſay, ſtep 1 in, and then 1 
<« ſhall be driven home.“ 
During his illneſs he was much tempted to 
fretfulneſs, even with thoſe he loved the moſt ; 
this often diſcompoſed his mind, and greatly 
added to his nervous complaint. It is not un- 
common, even for the beſt-tempered people, | | 
when under the influence of the ſame diſorder, | '\} 
to feel themſelves exerciſed upon the moſt |] 
trifling occaſions: And when the extreme 
weakneſs and pain of body, together with a 
ſtrong nervous habit which he Jaboured un- 
der, is conſidered, no one can be fſurprized | | 
that the enemy of ſouls ſometimes led him to 
be diflatisfied with thoſe that attended him. 


Notwithſtanding 
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_ Norwihſtanding al kis a loss and trials, 


che Lord, at times, in a peculiar manner 


viſited his ſoul 3 but his weakneſs was ſo great 
that he could not bear the converſation of his 


chriſtian friends ſo often as they wiſhed; there 
were, nevertheleſs, ſeaſons when he ipoke to 
of his preſent happineſs and future pro- 
pets, which afforded os much ſatisfaction, 


laſting welfare. * on who ſat up with 
_ him, aſked him if he felt his God in the midſt 
of his afflitions ;—he: anſwered, *<I not only 
„find that he is my God, but that he is my 
e Buckler and Salvation. and all that I, a 


poor ſinner, want.“ One time, when alone, 


he was aver-heard: to repeat the following 
lines, with much — 4 yay: 
mind ; they expreſs à ſenſe of his own 8 
tance, and the ſtrongeſt aſſurance of GUN 
Salvation: 
| « We two are ſo joined, WE 
« He'll not dwell! in glory | 5 
And leave me behind. 4 
And repeated many times over, 
He net dwell im glory ft 
„ And leave me behind. 


The above words Mr. Wzzu often W | 


notice of, a8 having been powerfully impreſſ- 
ed upon his mind at his converſion, immedi- 
ately after the Lord had ſet his ſoul at liberty; 
he frequently repeated them with pleaſure 


and ee but did not know what they 
the 


and diſpelled every doubt concerning his ever- 


98 poſure o 


they were in, tin accidentally a R 

years afterwards, deſiring the hymn to be 
c when they came to that 5 he was 

ted, that the company joined with him 

in ſinging it over and over for a conſiderable 
time together. Mr. Wazyw has obſerved, 
that in Wales it is not an uncommon prac- 
tice, at their public meetings, to ſing one 
— 9 for an hour or more without intermiſe. 
Ou. 
After he had been * TTY at Yark, he 
thought himſelf ſomething better, and had a 
deſire to go to Scarbrough, as he had found 
it beneficial in the Spring, 1783, and accord- 
ingly he was removed thither. At firſt the 
change of air abated his ſweats, but his cough 
and ſpitting. increaſed, and he daily, grey 
weaker, ſo that his removA t to York became 
impracticable, although much wiſhed for. In 
his illneſs he was viſeed by ſeveral Miniſters 
and friends, whoſe kind attention {when he 
could bear company) often alleviated his pain- 
ful hours. | 

The anxiety of his dear people at York for 
his recovery was ſhewn by their frequent in- 
quiries after his health by letters. The fol- 
lowing is part of one: 

« I. received. your letter, with an account 
« of Mr. Wax being much weaker in body, 
but I have much ſatisfaction to hear that he 
„is happy in his ſoul; I find much pleaſure | 
Lin praying for you my ſoul is much RE 
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ttings he ſaid at chat time, the ſubſtance of 
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will be ever dear to 
of God to my ſoul. 


ed by it. His 
me, as a meſſenger 
„Many of us may tay, bleſſed be the day we 
« heard him. We find it hard to fay, he 
i of the Lord be done. I hope that 1 fhall 


* ſoon be through this vale of tears, and land 
e jn a better cduntry—1 truft, I there thall 


e ſee my Miniſter, if I never fee him any 


© more here. Tt would have given his yew: 
ple, as well as me, ſarisfation to have 
i but the all-wife God knows 
A perſon who went from Tork, on pur: 
ſe to ſee Mr. Wakx, upon inquiring the 
tate of his ſoul, he replied— That he was 
not then very lively, nevertheleſs he. could, 
with confidence, declare that his whole de- 
dance was upon , Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Righteouſneſs. I can, he further ſaid, ven- 
ture my never-dying foul upon that one offer- 
ing made without the Gates of 1 500 
and added, give my love to e people, 
(meaning his people at York) and tell them, 
If the Lord ſhouid reftore me, I fhall preach 
no other Goſpel to them than that which I 
have already preathed—and I can die upon 
the truths J have delivered. Many -othet 


which was, that his whole dependance was 
upon Chriſt for Salvation. He fpoke to the 
fame effect ens 8 oy n 
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him. 

The Rev. Mr. B of Sheffield, made bim a 
friendly viſt . a ie at  Scarbrough. | 
This friend Mr. Wazw muck: valued, and 
often * with pleaſure of the profit he 
received whenever he heard him preach. 
While Mr. B. was in prayer with him, theſe 


words, © I am thine and thou art mine,“ 


were applied to His foul with ſuch, comfort, 
that he mentioned the circumſtance next day 
with peculiar ſatisfaction; but obſerved. it 
had occaſioned ſome reaſonings in his mind, 
the words not being the exact t words of Scrip- 
ture; but conſidering them a little, he law 


the propriety of the Lord thus applying the 


above words. 
Mr. B. in a letter to Mrs. Wax, ſoon af. 


ter he left Scarbrough, writes chus, taking 


notice of the above circumſtance: 


L received your kind letter in N time, 
© which gave me much pleaſure, in that my 
* dear friend and brother, Mr. Wax, was 


not worle, but better when you wrote. 


My prayer is, O /pere him; but who am I. 


that I ſhould give counſel to the Holy One, | 
he is the Lord, his thoughts may not be as 


mine; yet with ſubmiſſion. dare aſk, but 


_ * muſt ſay, Thy will be done. The Lord im 1 


* you a. huſhand and me A brother in 
and if he takes away, who dare ſay, What | 
e Soverei G's is his nal. and his 


« alone | 


to another. of his ſociety, who went to ſee. be 
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«> alone; as creatures we own in word, as 
« chriſtians let us confirm it in deed. Bought 
« with Blood and ſaved by Grace, ſurely we 
s are no? aur own. May the good Lord ſup- 
port you with patience, and continue to you 
the bleſſing of a reſigned will under this 
* provideatal diſpenſation : The Lord has 
* his way in the whirlwind ' and in the 
<--ftorm, and theſe clouds are but the duſt of 
his feet; follow the cloud without fear, 
« God is in it, hear his voice, L ts I, be not 
* afraid, let all thy wants lie on me. I 
every thing make your requeſt knoton unto God 
with thankſgiving: The Lord will make 
* darkneſs light. —You ſay Mr. Wren. ſays, 
Hall ſee God; the reaſon of this immor- 
< tal hope is, that he knows, with Job, that 
chi Redeemer liveth; and that the Lord ſaid 
to his ſoul, Thou art mine and Fam thine. 
When Mr. Wav was able to fee his 
friends, the principal theme, and what he 
dwelt the moſt upon, and gave him the 
greateſt pleaſure, was, Reconciliation to God 
r 
Converſing very lively upon the things of 
God with Mr. Hack, about a fortnight 
before he died, feeing a near friend by the 
bed fide, he ſaid to Mr. H. (looking with 
much affection at the perſon) I would give 
this arm, which he ſtretched out, if that per- 
fon did but ſte and feel as we do the paths 
we have been ſpeaking of; referring, parti 
& IT 3 | 2 cularly 
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culariy 


to the imputed Righteouſneſs of - 


Chriſt ; which, he would often obſerve, he 
ſaw not how a inner. could be juſtified with- 
out: Nevertheleſs, he believed many were in 
a ſtate of nin ra that did not underſtand 


"uM term imputed. 


6. How much this ruth he urg'd can many ay 3 
C How pleas'd he dwelt thereon from day to day: 


Y 8 f rom his freed foul flow'd ev ry Goſpel- thought, 


4 For he experienc'd what he preach'd and taught. 


He had always expreſſed a deſire of laying 
2882 but being at ſuch a 


diſtance he — it would be * with. 


in the Chape at Y 


too great an expenct, and therefore aſked Mr. 


H. one day, if he would bury him in his 
_ burying place; adding, if he was buried 
there, That ground was never opened for ſo 


vile a creature. 


About a week before his death, Mrs. 


Warn ſaid to him, I think, my love, that 


you are weaned from us. all; you feldom . 


mention, or take notice of your neareſt 


friends, (mentioning herſelf and them by 
name) or your Church, which you uſed to 
5 of with ſo much pleaſure: He an- 

red-her, It is not for want of affection to 
ou all, but you ſee, my love, I am going | 


me. 


| Theſe lines, which he had often repeaed; 


he now appeared to experience : 


« My. God is return'd to glory on bigh, +: 85 a ' 


E When death makes a paſlage then to hm Tü hy: 
| « And. | 


E 3 


neyer had any thing to do in it; adding, all 
men have an object wherein their hearts cen- 


" $4 mie LAFB of 


75 [2 ad gl wil lms began. 
 '« Expecting i glory we all fall be ein'? 
My ſpirit rejoices, the wock it is done; 
My ſoul is redeem'd, Salvation is wom _ 
At another timer he obſerved to Mr. 
Waka: and Mrs. Wax, that the world 
was no more to him than if he had never been 
in it, and eee, og es ee 


ter, fo have I, and oy one, which is Chriſt. 
The two following lines he much en 
and often repeated 

. Hou eat ik een . 
That bears the workd arid all things up! 


The following; lerwer was ſent by Mir. B. 


of Sheffield, to Mr. and Mrs. Wren; at 

Scarbrough, dated a few days before Mr. 

When's Seach, which, it is will be ac- 

i to the friends of the deceaſed 2 
My dear Friends, 

„have 

« pleafing 


ter; let this bring you m 
* thanks for your laſt favours z am ſorry 
„ hear Mr. Wartn, 
% worſe, nothing, furely, but heaven is for 
< him : Is it not enough? Happy the foul: 
« when on the borders of the Land. of: Pro- 
< miſe; one ſweet gale or wo more and he 
6 enters the harbour of that gooct land, coberd 
” HO and bing will be en, where 
LY 50S o *ievery 


= * 4 _ 
* 
4 -.4 * v * 2 * 
* 


uſt received pour aging yer 


old friend, is til 
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Deut muas and every one-Bburith in a . 
petual bloom: Can it be other wis 
« Jeſus, the Lamb, is the hight? But 1 
er they that tand before his face your- 
« huſpand's lot is there depend'on-its Drais 
6 oF  fwalltived up in vitkery : a confirmation i 
„given bim, in the comforts of the Holy 
Ghoſt that he enjoys, and the world being 
* to him as if he had ver bern. ne 
language t muſt be; N op 
„ The world recedes; e 
„ Heaven opens to his eyes; N 1 
His ears with dad Rrephid bas 1... 
Lend, lend your wingr—he mows Ke fi.” 
* O Grave, where is thy/vietory4 364.9 
O Death, where is thy ſting | 
« My dear love to Mr. Wax, pray rel bim 
* that he will find need for Faith and patience 
« to the end: Faith to believe in and truſt his 
„God, for the fulfilling his precious pfo—- 
« miſes z and Patience to wait his time, ot 
eternity, for the fulfilling of them ? Surely 
© it's bot” a little while; did our det 
Lord check the drowſinek of his _ * 4 . 
Mat, camo} you watch one hour ? Know! | 
« himfelf that the time way af Wand y + 


LE *- 
. - 65 v 


« furely it's: not far off, 3 2: 
„When the opening heavens. noed us . 

« With beams of ſacred” blifs s? Ws 2 4 
. © And: Jefus whiſpers thou art mines 1 3 


„And tells me I am his, e 


LEON 8 « Such 


1 


6 2 * The LIVE: * 
Such, you know, is-che caſe of dear M 
Ja Warn, your huſband : In this I flatter 
« myſelf you rejoice ; ſurely there is a cauſe, 


tc Sina, the ſight of death at a diſtance ren- 
BP mel 1 to us as an enemy, when we 


4 ſee him as men ſee trees as walking; but 


% when we eome to feel his dart, knowing that 
< our Redeemer liveth, we cry to the ſeeming 
* monſter, Thou art conquered-!- and what 
© makes the conqueſt great to us is, it's done 

<« by Blood+ And, as Young obſerves, Th: 

— Blood of him I made my foe ! —T he Eord gave, 
* and be bas the ſame right to take away; a con- 
<« tinual reſignation of ſpirit is worth a world 
« of gold, more to be deſired than rubies.— 
* My kind love to him once more; ſurely 1 
2 ſhall ſee him on Mount Zion. 

Let my good brother caſt his ſoul into 


& the arms of an ali-ſufficient Saviour for 


Glory, as he did for Pardon: Surely. St. 
© Stephen. did it hen he ſaid, | Lord Feſus re- 
< ceive my ſpirit. There is no other way 1's 
« the way of Faith that wo prrach. 
The Rev. Mr. B. of Scarbrough, was-with 
Mr. Wren a few days before his death: He 
ſpoke to him as one: upon the verge of eter- 
ni 1 Mr. Wren, through extreme weak- 
was unable to ſay much, but upon Mr. 


B's inquiry of the preſent frame of his mind, 
he 8 that all was wel 
wit | 


Mr 


him a day or two before his death. Mr. 


Wurm addreſſed him thus: Now, Sir, if yout 
ſee any thing wrong in me, tell me of it, ſig- 
nifying that he was a dying man, and wiſhed - 
not to be deceived: Mr. H. intimated he ſaw 


nothing wrong, and afked him how he felt 


himſelf— He replied, I am going.” Mr: 
H. then aſked him if he was afraid to go: 


He anſwered with unſhaken confidence, No; 


and with a ſmile faid, « T wiſh to be gone, 
and with delight and warmth repeated, © © | 


* 


„Why ſhould 1 fear the darkeſt hour; 

Or tremble at the Tempter's pow'r, 

& Jeſus vouchſafes to be my tower.” 
Mr. H. obſerved, he never, at any time, 
heard Mr. Wax fay that he was afraid to 
die, but, on the contrary, always expreſſed 
that he had no fear of death ; neither did he, 
or any other perſon, ever hear him complain 


that the Lord had laid a heavy affliction upon 


his body. He obferved to Mr. H. the day 


before he died, that he ſhould ſoon be at | | 


| "yy 


n | 


o 


On the day Mr. Wren died, Mrs. Wzen 


having left a perſon with him while ſhe went 
down to tea, he ſpoke quick, Where is my" | 
'© wife, implying they were to call her imme- 
diately; as ſoon as ſhe came into the room, 


and before that ſhe knew he was dy ing, theſe 


words were ſeveral times brought to her mind: 
„This day he ſhall be with me in Paradiſe.“ 
| | .” - "_ 
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Mr. H. alſo of Scarbrough, came to viſit 
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When ſhe came to the bed - ide ſhe Hand he 
was dying, and ordered Mr. Warx BA to be 
called; Mr. War x EN obſerving likewiſe that 


F 
* 
58 


be was dying, was ſcarce. able to ſpeak for 
grief, but aſked Mr. Wren. if all was well 
wich him; to which he replied, All is well, 
and deſired to kiſs him. Mr. Walk R then 
faid, Now, dear Sir, you are going, do you 
experience the power of thoſe truths you have 
ſo often declared to us? He replied, Chriſt is 
Salvation. He deſiced alſo to kiſs Mrs, 
Wan: She aſked him if he was happy; he 
aniwered, with all the ſweetneſs and compo- 
ſure imaginable, 'You ſee I am happy, God is 

mine. Theſe were his laſt words, for about an 
hour and a half after he fell aſleep in the arms 


of that God whoſe he was, and whom he had 


ſerved, which was about Eight o'clock in the 
kg Aug. 4, 1784, in the 34th year of 
is 
7 Mrs. Wren. obſerved, that when he was 
dying the Lord: was in a particular manner 
pPreſent; that he gave her fuch a ſtrong}; al- 
ſurance of his Salvation, as made her intirely 
happy and reſigned. during the time. Several 
texts of Scripture were brought to her mind 
the power that accompanied them ſhewed they 
came from. the Spirit of God, teſtifying to her 
that he was going to glory; and theſe divine 
EI GORE till e n 
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* things which this world or the favour of his 
fellow. creatures were worth. His life, ever 
« fince I have known him. was one giving-up 


Aug. 10, 1784.” 
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The following letter (from a pious friend of 
beck Mr. and e e ee 


immediately after Mr. War's death 
Dear Mrs. Wren, 

| © The peaceful departure of your huſband 
Land my friend, was what ns e be ep 
e from 
4 faith which had not led him once or twice, 
* but many, many times over, to venture all 


« of this world and all thing» in it, in the 
<« plaineſt manner; and a willingneſs to ſiiffer 
66 all things 28, that e 
forward the great intereſts ot the Goipel of 


« Chrift in che world. He was no trifler, he 


4 wanted to pull down the ſtrong holds of 
« Satan, in the minds and habits of thoſe to 
hom he ſpake. He had a vigour 
* and plainneſs, which put it out of all doubt 


is firm faith in God his Saviour; a 


might not hinder, dut 


„ whoſe ſervant he was, and what end he lived 


« for. 1 thank the 
«c thing 
* your huſband : And I have no doubt but 


« both white you live and for ever, that' you 


« was ever connected Wan this lincere * | 
* f the Lord. 1 


itt T. p. 


r of all 
8, that, by his providence, { ever knew | 


« you will have cauſe to thank, to praiſe, and 
« adote the bleſſed Giver of all our mercies, 


— 


| | The 


bo "> VER / he LIFE of A | 
0 | 2 * ; 
The loſs which his Church has ſuſtained, 


can only be conceived by thoſe who have been 
nin the ne ſituation ; the affection which ſub» 
ſiſted between him and his people, when liv- 
ing, made them deſirous that his remains 
might reſt amongſt them, accordingly his body 

Rev. Mr. B. had engaged to preach the fune- 
ral Sermon, but being gone to L. ondon, Mr. 
ALDz1DpGt, who came to ſupply his Chapel at 


Sheffield. alſo ſupplied his place to diſcharge 
the laſt duty to the remains of Mr. WaZN, 


which was on Sunday, Aug. 15, 1784. 
The concourſe of people was ſo uncom- 
monly great upon this ſolemn occaſion, that 


(without any previous intention) the corpſe 
was obliged to be ſet down at Thurſday-Mar- 


ket Croſs, where Mr. Albino preached 
the funeral ſermon, judging it impracticable 


to get into the Chapel. He made a very af- 


fecting addreſs to the people, repreſenting 
them and Mr. Wa before the, Judgment- 


Seat of Chriſt; likewiſe that he, probably, 


would be a ſwift witneſs againſt many who 
had frequently been warned by him “ to flee 
from the wrath to come: Alſo ſhewed how 
Mr. Wax ſet before them their danger, and 
alſo their remedy ; and that, if they had re- 
ceived: his meſſage, they might have experi- 


enced, with the deceaſed, * That Chriſt was 


* become their Salvation.“ Mr. Al Dbxtpon 
alſo took notice of the indefatigable labour 
5 5 which 
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which he beſtowed. on this great City, in ors 
der to bring ſouls to the knowledge of Chriſt; 
likewiſe how he had ſpent his 1 in che 
cauſe of God. 2 
It is very remarkable that Mr. Warn 
preached his firſt ſermon out of doors in Tork, 
at that very Croſs where this laſt ſermon was 
preached for him: The text then was, © This 
« is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac 
« ceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
«* world to ſave finners,” 1 Tim. i. 15. 
The text which Mr. AlbRbOR preached from 
at the funeral was, He alſo is become my 
« Salvation. Iſa. xii. 2. The corpſe was 
terwards carried to the Chapel, where Mr. 
ALpripce fpake a few words, committing 
the body to the ground, there to reſt wy the 
morning of the Reſurrection 
From the many teſtimonies already giren 
of this ſervant of God, every one who impar- 
2 conſiders his character and cond 
be conſtrained to ac that G 
N — him. It is evident he | 
his own advantage, either with reſpe& to 
health, eaſe, profit, or the eſteem of man. 
To thoſe who ped him, little noed be aid 
in his favour, their conſciences muſt 
that he . ever treated them with the 
plainneſs, ſimplicity, faithfulneſs, and 5 
rightneſs. But to ſuch as deſpiſed 1 
ings, &c. and treated all experimental religi 


with 9 and ridicule, they woul bo 
| well 


fought not. | 


be 1 W EI FE of "= 
W to PTY that they, with him, miſt 
<« ſtand before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt,” 
Rom. xiv. 10.“ When the Lord Jeſus. ſhall 
« be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels in flaming fire, tak ing vengeance on 
<« them that know not God, and that obey not 
< the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt :. Who 
< ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion, from the preſence of the Lord and from 
« the glory of his power ; when he ſhall come 
< to be glorified in his ſaints, and to be ad- 
„ mired in all them that believe in that 


"37-08 day.” 2 Theſſ. i. 7, 8, 9, 10. * Then ſhall 


< the righteous man ſtand 1n great boldneſs; 
before the face of ſuch as have afflicted him, 
<* and made no account of his labours. When 
they fee it, they ſhall be troubled with ter- 
* rible fear, and ſhall be amazed at the 
<« ſtrangeneſs of his Salvation, ſo. far beyond 
< all that they looked for. And they repent- 
ing and groaning for anguiſh. of ſpirit, ſhall 
* ſay, within themſelves, This was he who 
<« we had ſometimes in diriſion, and a proverb 
of reproach, We fools accounted: his life 
10 madneſs, and his end to be without honour, 
How is he numbered among the children of 
„God, and his lot among the Saints? E 
Wiſdom of Solomon v. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 


. When God appears, all nature ſhall adore him 3 
While ſinners tremble, ſaints rejoice before him. 


it The following HYMN, ſent by a Friends. 
* was ſung al bis Taterment.. 


NAR from affliction; toil, and care, 
The happy ſoul is fled, | 
The e clay ſhall lumber here- 
© Amonglt the ſilent dead. 
'2 Slowly. his earthly. frame decay'd,. 
His end was long in ſight, 
Nor was his ſteady foul afraid 
To take its awful flight. 


3 The Goſpel was his joy and ſong 
E'en to his lateſt breath; 
The truths he had maintain'd ſo long; 
Were his-ſupport in death. 2 


4 Now he reſides where Jeſus is, 

Above this duſky ſphere; 

He was no ftranger to the bliſs. 
While he ſojourned here. 


5 His body. reſts beneath: the ground' 
Till that tremendous day; | 
When the laſt trump ſhall give the found: | 
To rouſe his ſleeping clay. 1 
6 The Church's-loſs we all deplore, 
And ſhed the grateful tear; 
We ſhall behold his face no more 
Till Jeſus ſhall appear. 


7 But we are haſt' ning to the tomb, 
I Oh, may we ready ſtand, . 
Then, deareſt Lord, receive us home 
To dwell at thy right-hand. 


THE. END: 
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